THE CLIMBING LIFE

Quted by The Wall Streat Joumal

FoR THE PAST BICHT YEARS I've Leen carrylng
an asacrel affale—aope that 1 know conld resill
in inprizonment aek o heavy One. Bt 1d fall-
en far Coba aed s Karst limestons hard.

by mather was borm aned ralsed o Cula,
ad an oy Eather's side, my greal grandla-
thers coushis Included a former presklent,
barks Benccal Garchy, and Cobas mos
famous classlcal painter, my  namesaboe,
Armando Meecal. [ remember plaving on a
Lalcany fn Ol Halana as a slc-yoar-old aml
being callel “el Amerlcantia”
by 1oz waliers at the coomer
cale. Aller a ferby-yoar absences
I etwrmed al lase to Mnd my
family mots—awl 40 check

out A mowsndain  reglon,
Wiales, ehat iy Loraly Pl
puidebook  described as a
“mlniature Yosemile, witly e
miast speciacular seenery lnall
Cuba.”  As a2 lengime
Yozemlte climber, Td daubbed
that poasibiicy, ot could no
restst taklog a lock.

[ix 1he early mornleg mls,
Winales' 1LE10-Feotl, overhang-
ng lbnesicoe clifs, bulglng
witly tufas and lung with sla-
lactlies, rose abowe the lush
preers af palms ael obaceo
and coffoe Tields. & ballsy
prospect dawned  on mne:
Wianald i be paossible o cllml
this  unlque  archltecturs
through 815 maols, 1o link Us
alcoves up to blgher, blgger
protbes? Hooked, | returned
Fur Urnes that Mist vear alomne,
ualde 1o sate my appellie for
these walls of sculpied caverns.

Shece our Mist ascends in
L5949, 1w Vinales walley hes
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Leen dleclared 3 UM Warld Herllage siie,
miele a natlooal park aned a destinatsn for oco-
fourlsm. The Cubars we gl e climls bave
Lecame Local guldes. [0 all shewld be kil
perfect for che vaung Cuban climbers, Rr che
park afiziak ared for most of the foreign vish-
fors. Bar me and foe te olher Amerlean
climbers, there & one probiem, thougle with
tbe arcane name of the “LSIT Tradlng with che
Ersany fet.” that mnakes 6 Wl=pal Tor Amerlcans
1o spendd morey o Cuba, effectlvely proddli-
I eraved, with e masimum peoaley af 3 ten-
wear pesan fenm aml & 5250,000 e,

bdoet af s arewllling, clandsstinely, g run
that risk for the climblug alore. Bul as
fanathan Miles woale In Adhe® Sl aller
ane erip, "Climbing in Cula & as much abowl
Cuba & It B albout
climlsing.” | was cap-
tured, & woll, By 1l
island’s  In-youwr-face
vlialtly:  the  blunt,
wiily,  spaniansous,
resllienl, openhearied
Culans 1 met; e rich
saunids af =aka, tmba
and reggacten playing
an the streedss ael e
virioes af pecde slae-
ing every detall af their
cally  sematlons  and
calamities across the
courbyand. 2ot e il
Himkl or Lashtl.

A ocontloued
vl thls paradise, (e
fear af  prosecutban
semel ke working
Iy way up a big wall,
shwdy adfustlng by a
vartleal waorld.  Cwer
1ime, It eemne secgawl
natwre. 1 gukled ecolourdsts (o my favoriie
arois, wrobe artleles alonal Cuba, 1alkas] 1o |owr-
nalkis, sold plebwnes o magaines and pnewspa-
pers and o creabed @ wehislie, wavwocuba-
climblog.com, wailing the date of every first
aseend | and aeher Amerirans had done. Mow
Tt mie €y b hery that 1 hexl Been g

I puess | theught [was bnmune—uontll
ane early marmnlng in Movember 2006, 1 was
chiecking, my email. when e plone rang.
“hrmando, s [ason. Pmeodn DO oo soms
wirk. calling yau from a sireel cormer. 1 was
walklog aleng and saw the fronl page of Fis
il Streey fomad U Dad a0 phato ol a
cllimler o che cover! T conldn’ el 1.
Lought I8, and che artlcles alonl vou—yon
and the Cuban climberst”

While Tue spake, che st lncoming emall
arrlved. I was Trean the journaliss, telllog me
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thac e artlcle was pubdished and atlaching a
copyt G course, [ R chat a stary was con-
Ing, aut. Bug | wasnt expecting the dramatke
colar pledo of Cuban Jasud billa, or e
Labl, frapt-page beadlione, “Cuban Rock
Climbers [nspleed By Forelgrers Ik Castro
Feglme.” The stery was that young Cobans,
Sschaaled by an Influx of foredge rock
climbers, bave turnsd [Vinales] lne an
cxlmema-sperl mocea,” el as a result, “rock
climbing has emerged as an imprabable polli-
feal Lattleground Letween che gavernmend
anel yaung Cubans eager Ly embraoe 1l Lai-
sl forelgn Fahlors.” And 1he forelgner who
wias respansilde: me I8 detailed my Elfteen o
more dlmblog irlps since e lale 19905, 1
was Lusted, In Aagrante deliiao.

[asors whemeabouls jumpsd back Inke my
canscksnsss, Wishinglen DO, the LS
Cewvenungns, e Traling with the Enemy A
Swclelenly [had a more Snmedlals samy thamn
haw the Cuban posverminent mlght reace.
Tlen—I camt wmake hls up—my compales
clinged with anpibier intoming message. From:
WA Treasury Deparimmene,” e goyvernmenl
ageney hac presecuies violations af e Trading
wltly tlae Enzany Act. Subiject: “Chll Peralt ="
I oy have blwrted, “Thanks—gaod-Eve,” o
[asom as 1 hing g

This was iathing Lke Lelng scared oo rock.
by bBreath neshed Erem my horgs w0 [ el &
Boey Ao dhe chest, Tl Telt ihls way eoly oows
Lefore, when | was lald in Vinaes het agenis
froan Sate Seeuriy in Cala wers askimg ques-
A abel mee. Moy, 1 was the U3 govemment.

Befare | cliched oo the “Chll Fenaleles™

message, 1 recalled what my Cuban cimling
partrer hac el me after dhe visi af the Cubem
agents: “I0s ashame Ly bave ta worry abaul 1hls
when all you wanl o do 5 clmb” ook 2
clep Breally sl epensd L

Howis a monthly report of Tines apaies
efior peoqde caughit violating (e Tracling witl
ihie Ereomy Acl.
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— Arawasty Adercal. Wi, Fiewding



